MELANIE REHAK  

163 Prospect Park West, #4-L

Brooklyn, NY 11215

phone/fax 718.832.7575

cell: 917-689-6456
e-mail: melanie@melanierehak.com
http://www.melanierehak.com
EDUCATION
BOSTON UNIVERSITY, M.A. in Creative Writing, 1994 (poetry)/English; teaching fellowship 1993-94.

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA, B.A. in English Literature, 1993 (magna cum laude) with a concentration in creative writing. Dean's List 1992-93
OXFORD UNIVERSITY, Wadham College, 1991-92.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

INDEPENDENT WRITER/SCHOLAR/EDITOR 1998-present, author of two non-fiction books, regular contributor to The B&N Review, The New York Times Magazine, The New York Times Book Review, Vogue, and other publications. Copy-editing for Viking-Penguin Press and other major publishing houses. Independent editor on various fiction and non-fiction books.

THE NEW REPUBLIC, Assistant Literary Editor, 1995-1997, Assistant poetry editor, 1997-2008

HARPER’S BAZZAR, Contributing Editor, 2000-2001

ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE, editorial associate, winter/spring 1995

WASHINGTONIAN MAGAZINE, Editorial Assistant, 1994-95

PUBLICATIONS 

I. BOOKS

Eating for Beginners: An Education in the Pleasures of Food from Chefs, Farmers and One Picky Kid (July 2010, Houghton-Mifflin-Harcourt)

Girl Sleuth: Nancy Drew and the Women Who Created Her (Harcourt, 2005); New York Times Bestseller; a Chicago Tribune Best Book of the Year 2005; winner of the Edgar Award for Best Biography (2005); winner of the Agatha Award for Non-Fiction (2005)
II. CRITICISM/JOURNALISM

BOOKFORUM “Paper Palate” columnist every issue—food book reviews (summer 2009-present) Also “Sweet and Sour” on Jennifer 8. Lee’s The Fortune Cookie Chronicles: Adventures in the World of Chinese Food (Feb/Mar 2008); “Now That’s Italian” on The Oxford Companion to Italian Food (Jan 2008); “Looking for Anne of Green Gables” on Irene Gammel’s Looking for Anne of Green Gables: The Story of L.M. Montgomery and her Literary Classic (Sept/Oct 2008) “Donne Upright” (April/May 2007) on John Donne: The Reformed Soul

SLATE “Crossing the Atlantic on the Queen Mary 2” 5-part travel series (March 2010)

BARNES & NOBLE REVIEW/SALON.COM review of “Lives Like Loaded Guns” by Lyndall Gordon (June 2010); “Fragments of a Life and Death” review of Anne Carson’s Nox (April 2010)

THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW “Secret of the Old Crock” (3/27/05) review of Chelsea Cain’s Confessions of A Teen Sleuth; “East Meets West”(5/8/05) review of Durs Grunbein’s Ashes for Breakfast; ”Ordinary Time”(2/23/03) review of Ruth Stone’s In the Next Galaxy; “Blank Generation” (4/21/02) review of Judith Hermann’s Summerhouse Later; “Map of Love” (11/4/01) review of Eavan Boland’s Against Love Poetry; “The Small Stuff” (3/19/00) review of  Wyatt Prunty’s Unarmed and Dangerous; "Poetic Justice" (4/4/99) review of W.S Merwin's The River Sound ; "Our City of Light" (7/19/98) review of Frederick Seidel's Going Fast ;  various Books in Brief reviews, including Vickie Karp, Mary Jo Salter,  Nicholas Christopher, Daniel Halpern, Kenneth Koch

THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE “Our Teenage Heroine at 75” (4/24/05) essay on Nancy Drew’s 75th anniversary; “The Life and Death and Life of Paula Fox” (3/4/01) profile of author Paula Fox; “Things Fall Together” (3/26/00) profile of poet Anne Carson; "A Joyful Noise" personal essay (4/11/99); ongoing interview series including, among others, John Ashbery, Ned Rorem, Renee Fleming, David Childs, Francis Fukiyama, Joan Chen, Tim Robbins, Derek Walcott, Run DMC (1999-2001)

THE NATION “A View from the Bridge” (1/1/07) review of Complete Poems and Selected Letters of Hart Crane; “Dr. Fun”(1/23/06) review of Collected Poems of Kenneth Koch; “Ugly Beauty” (6/28/04) review of the Collected Poems of Philip Larkin; “Local Color”(10/27/03) review of The Fortress of Solitude by Jonathan Lethem.

VOGUE “Continental Divide” (11/05) review of Paula Fox’s The Coldest Winter: A Stringer in Liberated Europe; “Into the Deep” (5/02) profile of poet Jorie Graham plus review of Never; “Stranger Than Fiction” (3/02) reviews of Edna O’Brien’s In the Forest and Chloe Hooper’s A Child’s Book of True Crime

BOSTON GLOBE “Nancy Drew and the Mystery of the Mean Girls” (9/11/05) ideas section on the ongoing popularity of Nancy Drew in the era of mean girl heroines
LOS ANGELES TIMES “A Bit of the Old, A Bit of the New, She’s Still Our Nancy Drew” (3/24/04) op-ed essay on the reissue of the Nancy Drew MysterySeries
MORE  “Not So Little Women” (2/07) interview with Susan Cheever; “Women of the Spirits” (1/07) interview with Isabelle Allende; “Murder Every Morning” (4/06) interview with Ruth Rendell
NEWSDAY “Falling From Faith” (7/31/03) review of Rachel Basch’s The Passion of Reverend Nash; “Inside the Bell Jar” (2/9/03) review of Kate Moses’s Wintering: A Novel of Sylvia Plath; “A Chilly Kind of Love” (5/12/02) review of Kathryn Harrison’s The Seal Wife; “Inventing Ceylon” (4/1/01) review of Edie Meidav’s The Far Field;  “What Children Want” (10/15/00) review of Cressida Connolly’s The Happiest Days; "A Child's Garden of Magic" (8/1/99) review of Margaret Diehl's The Boy on The Green Bicycle; "Femmes Fatales" review of Linn Ullmann's Before You Sleep (11/4/99)

SALON.COM, poetry columnist 1999-2000: review of John Ashbery’s Your Name Here (10/24/2000); “Fools For Love” (4/14/2000) review of First Loves edited by Carmela Ciuraru; “Earthly Desires” (3/10/00) review of Carl Phillips’s Pastoral; "One A Day Plus Irony" (1/14/00) review of David Lehman's The Daily Mirror; Art Meets Life Meets Art" (12/17/99) review of Richard Howard's Trappings; "Poetry Nation" (11/17/99) essay on Americans' Favorite Poems: the Favorite Poem Project Anthology; "Late Bloomers" (11/5/99) review of Jan Heller Levi's Once I Gazed at You in Wonder and Susan Kinsolving's Dailies and Rushes; Additional reviews/essays: “Little Girls on the Big Prairie (4/13/00) essay on Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie Series; review of George Sand: A Woman’s Life Writ Large by Belinda Jack (8/22/00); review of Clear Springs: A Memoir by Bobbie Ann Mason (5/7/99); 
HARPER'S BAZZAR “Enter the Dragon”  (11/00) interview with Ang Lee on his film “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”; “Building A Mystery” (9/00) review of Margaret Atwood’s The Blind Assassin; “Having it All?” (6/00) review of Peggy Orenstein’s Flux: Women on Sex, Work, Love, Kids, and Life in a Half-changed World; “Strange Fruit”  (5/00) review of Jody Shields’s The Fig Eater; review of Sarah Vowell's Take the Cannoli: Stories from the New World (4/00); “Agent Provocateur” (3/00) review of Frances Kiernan's Seeing Mary Plain: A Life of Mary McCarthy; “Notes from Underground” (2/00) review of Ann Powers's My Bohemian America; “Dave’s World” (2/00) review of Dave Eggers's A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius; review of Douglas Coupland's Miss Wyoming (1/00);

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER MAGAZINE “City Lives” (11/12/00)cover story profile of author David Leavitt; "The Price Club" cover story interview and profile of author /filmmaker Richard Price (12/5/99)

WASHINGTON CITY PAPER “The Devil Made Him Do It” (6/18/99) review of Peter Matthiessen’s Bone by Bone; “Verse Yet” (9/18/98) essay on the publication of A Night Without Armor, poetry collection by pop singer Jewel 

REAL SIMPLE  “To Grandmother’s House They Go” (12/02) profile of jewelry designer Heather Moore; “Music of My Heart” (5/00) essay on adult piano lessons

NEW YORK TIMES TRAVEL SECTION “A City Afloat” (7/21/02) essay on Stockholm, Sweden; “Convivial Bavarian City on the Danube”(5/13/01) essay on Regensburg, Germany; “Into the Wild with the Web as a Guide” (7/2/99) essay on camping 

NEW YORK TIMES ARTS AND LEISURE SECTION, “Falling For A Children’s Tale of an Age-Old Wish” (10/6/02) essay on new film adaptation of “Tuck Everlasting” 

MISCELLANEOUS introduction to reissue of A Servant’s Tale, a novel by Paula Fox, W.W. Norton (5/2001)
III. DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNICATIONS WRITING
THE MIDDLESEX SCHOOL Spring auction catalog (3/11); annual report letter from Director of Development (1/11); stewardship/scholarship update letter from Head of School (3/11); alumni profiles for annual report (11/10)

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA ARTS & SCIENCES MAGAZINE Alumni profiles (ongoing), including Brian Fiske and Todd Sherer of the Michael J. Fox Parkinson’s Foundation (5/08); publicists Weiman Seid and Jenny Lawhorn (5/08); Bruce Brandfon, publisher of Scientific American (11/07); photographer Natalie Kauffman (5/07); and pianist Michael Mizrahi (2/06)
IV. POETRY

THE NEW YORKER “Autobiography: New York (II)” (10/06); “The Modernist Impulse” (4/12/04); “Still Life, Middle Haddam Road” (6/01)

POEMS OF NEW YORK Knopf Everyman Series Anthology, “Adonis All Male Revue, November 24” (9/02)

THE PARIS REVIEW “Self-Portrait As the Liberal Arts” (spring 2003); “Lines to Seduce A Stranger an Hour Before the Ship Sails”  (spring 2000)"Parallax", "A Pale Ode", "Apple" #150, 45th  anniversary issue (summer 1999)
WESTERN HUMANITIES REVIEW "Appointment,” "January Coma,” "A Small, Mad Hope" (spring 1999)
SALMAGUNDI "The Adulated Lady Intones" (summer 1999)
PARTISAN REVIEW “Apostasy” (Winter 1998)
THE NEW REPUBLIC "Adonis All Male Revue, November 24" (9/95); Snowshoe"(1/96); “Counterpoise”(6/96); “Letter Home” (11/96); “Centenary” (6/97); “Reliquary” (12/98)

THE COLORADO REVIEW “Heart Fumbling Towards the End of May,” “Bivouac” (fall 1996)
EDITING

I. FREELANCE BOOK MANUSCRIPT EDITOR various projects published by major houses, including several New York Times best-sellers. Recent titles include The Happiness Project (Harper, December 2009), by Gretchen Rubin; Fifth Avenue, 5am: Audrey Hepburn, Breakfast at Tiffany’s and the Dawn of the Modern Woman (June 2010, Harper Studio); The Snakehead: An Epic Tale of the Chinatown Underworld and the American Dream (Doubleday, July 2009); Chatter: Dispatches from the Secret World of Global Eavesdropping (Random House 2005); The Testing of Luther Albright: A Novel (Fourth Estate, 2005). 

II.  FREELANCE COPY EDITOR for various publishing houses and publications, including Viking-Penguin Press, Reader’s Digest, and others. 

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS

2005 Edgar Award from the Mystery Writers of America for best non-fiction/biography, Girl Sleuth

2005 Agatha Award for non-fiction, Girl Sleuth
2003-2004 Mel and Lois Tukman Fellowship at the New York Public Library Center for Scholars and Writers

1997 Residency fellowship at the MacDowell Colony, Peterborough, NH.



Melanie Rehak


